Stephen A. Smith 
Stephen A. Smith explains the American dream as a goal that can take time to achieve. According to him, Americans have to strive based on their own perspective of the American dream to achieve it. He explains that coming from a poor background to developing a career and getting a well-paying job would constitute his idea of the American dream. He encourages people to develop their idea of the American dream with realistic goals which are achievable based on individual possibilities. One's idea of the American dream should not be discouraged by failure to achieve great success as some celebrities such as Jay Z have managed to achieve. From his perspective, the American dream can be a long process that can take different periods for different individuals based on what they would like to achieve
[bookmark: _GoBack]The basic idea behind the American dream is that people can achieve their version of success in American society regardless of where they come from (Delbanco, 2009).  This would be made possible with the equality of opportunity which can be shared through merit and personal abilities. Stephen A. Smith however warns about ignoring the differences which exist in different societies. These differences have allowed the development of different stereotypes and prejudices which cannot be ignored. According to him, people can verbally deny any prejudices but different people will have different feelings about “a black guy in a hoodie” or “a white guy with tattoos all over his body.” These are the differences which the people need to understand that they exist but they do not mean that the American dream is not achievable. people can work their way up to the top without considering what others feel about them as much as they understand what they want to achieve. 
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